REPORT OF: Leader of the Council
TO: COUNCIL

ON: 24™ June 2010

SUBJECT: Development and approval of Vision 2030 for Blackburn with Darwen

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

Guidance published in July 2008 provided statutory guidance for Local Authorities and their
partners on creating safe, strong and prosperous communities, replacing previous guidance on
Local Strategic Partnerships and Sustainable Community Strategies. In Spring 2009 the
Blackburn with Darwen Strategic Partnership agreed to build on the successful Vision 2020 for
Blackburn with Darwen by developing a new vision for the Borough. Vision 2030 has been
developed during the course of the last year and will be the new Sustainable Communities
Strategy for Blackburn with Darwen.

The draft Vision 2030 and process for final approval by Council was approved by the Executive
Board on 15" April 2010.

The draft is being finalised during June with presentations to and approval by partners through
their formal decision making processes.

2 OPTIONS
Approval of the draft Vision 2030.
3. RECOMMENDATIONS

Council Forum is asked to
- note and endorse the draft Vision 2030 (attached) subject to final consultation and
approval through the Local Strategic Partnership on 12" July 2010
- make final comments on Vision 2030 for inclusion in discussions at the LSP Board.

4. BACKGROUND

During the course of the last year Blackburn with Darwen Strategic Partnership has developed
Vision 2030, the new long term partnership vision for the Blackburn with Darwen. Development
of the Vision has been led by the Council’s Policy and Communication Director and has involved
a co-ordinated programme of research, consultation and engagement with residents, community
and voluntary groups, partners and business.

Following the initial research and consultation work in summer and autumn 2009 the initial draft
vision was developed and supported by the LSP and gaining Council Approval at Policy Council
on 3 December 2009.

The Draft Vision 2030 was subject to further consultation through the Vision 2030 Conference
held at King Georges Hall on 12 February 2010. The conference provided a further opportunity
for those residents, school children, partners and business that have been previously involved in
the development of the Vision to comment on the draft.

Since the Conference the draft has been subject to consultation through Council Directors’
Teams and the LSP Thematic Partnerships.



The first five years of Vision 2030 will be rooted in recovery from recession and there will be
significant impacts on the local economy of public sector budget savings.

Vision 2030 was subject of a report to the LSP Board on 12 April and following additional
consultation with partners will be finalised for publication.

Vision 2030 was further the subject of a report to the Council’s Executive Board on 15" April
2010, where the draft and process for final approval and publication was approved.

5.

6.

7.

RATIONALE

Vision 2030 will constitute the fundamental basis for a new Sustainable Community
Strategy for Blackburn with Darwen and provide the high level vision for the local
authority and partners for the next twenty years.

It sets out the key challenges that the council and partners face in developing services to
meet the needs of our communities and business and will establish a framework for the
development of mechanisms to assess our progress towards the vision.

KEY ISSUES

The drive to establish a Vision for 2030 came initially from the Local Strategic
Partnership, however Vision 2030 is central to the development of policy and strategy for
the Council. The new Sustainable Communities Strategy led by Vision 2030 will be
central in the development of the Local Area Agreement be developed during the course
of the coming year.

The development of Vision 2030 has been led by a comprehensive programme of public
engagement to ensure that the high level strategy for the local authority and partners
reflects the views, concerns and aspirations of residents, communities and business. The
research, consultation and engagement process is set out in detail in the draft vision
attached.

Vision 2030 is based on the key challenges that will face Blackburn with Darwen in the
coming 20 years. In this context it is essential to recognise that the first five years of
Vision 2030 will involve significant reductions in public sector funding to all partners. The
cuts announced so far signal greater financial strictures in the next financial settlement,
although indications from Government are that these will be accompanied by greater
levels of local autonomy and decision making. Vision 2030 looks at the long term
aspirations of communities, business, public and voluntary partners for Blackburn with
Darwen and is a fundamental statement of the ambition of Blackburn with Darwen
Strategic Partnership for the place, communities and business. Key partners will be
challenged by Blackburn with Darwen Strategic Partnership in terms of the plans and
strategies they put in place to deliver 2030 recognising cost and the imperative of budget
savings.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The final Vision 2030, when approved by council in June will replace the current
Sustainable Communities Strategy.



8. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no further significant costs anticipated in developing Vision 2030 for Blackburn
with Darwen other than printing costs which will be met from existing resources within the
Policy budget.

9. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

1. The Vision 2030 has been developed in accordance with the legislation and policy set
out in the guidance published in July 2008, Creating strong, safe and prosperous
communities: Statutory Guidance.

10.RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
None directly
11.CONSULTATIONS
Consultation has been with the Local Strategic Partnership

Chief Officer/Member

Contact Officer: Tom Stannard/Kenneth Barnsley
Date: 11 June 2010
Background Papers: Draft Vision 2030

Background documents are any files, guidance or other materials that have been relied
upon in producing the paper. Any background documents listed must be available for
public inspection upon request.
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